Minutes of a meeting of the HKCSI Executive Committee held on Tuesday, 17 September 2002 at 10:00 am at the Chamber Boardroom.

Chairman :
Mr Stanley Ko
Jardine Pacific Ltd

Vice Chairman :
Mr Anthony Griffiths
GML Consulting Ltd

Present : 
Mr Tony Au
HK Information Technology Federation Ltd

Mr Marshall Byres
Ernst & Young


Mr Denis Lee
SME Committee


Mrs Grace Lee
Hong Kong Tourism Board


Mr Michael Lintern-Smith
Law Society of Hong Kong


Mr Richard Pyvis
CLSA Ltd


Mr Ian Robinson
Robinson Management Ltd


Mr Paul Tang
The Chinese Banks Association Ltd


Mr Howard Young
Cathay Pacific Airways Ltd


Dr W K Chan
Secretary General


Ms Charlotte Chow
Deputy Secretary

Absent : 
Mr George Leung
Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Corp

Apologies : 
Mr Garmen Chan
Wharf Communications Investments Ltd 


Mrs Cindy Cheng
Dickson Cyber Concepts Ltd


Mr Stuart Chiron
Pacific Century Cyberworks

Mr Eric Ip
HIT Holdings Ltd


Ms Hilary Law
HK Assn of Freight Forwarding & Logistics Ltd

Dr Jane Lee
Hong Kong Policy Research Institute Ltd 


Ms Eva Wong
Hong Kong Association of Banks, The


Professor Richard Wong
The University of Hong Kong

Out of town :
Mr K C Kwok
Standard Chartered Bank


Mr Nicholas Brooke
Insignia Brooke


Mr David Ruan
New-Alliance Asset Management (Asia) Ltd
1)
Chamber Campaigns

1.1
At the invitation of the Chairman, Ms Karen Fung, Chamber Assistant Manager for Human Resources introduced the One-Company-One-Job Campaign and encouraged members to provide job opportunities for graduates. Over 1,000 jobs had been offered by Chamber members. The Chairman encouraged members to offer their support to this worthwhile campaign to help graduates.

1.2
Chamber Assistant Manager for Membership Ms Maggie Fung then introduced the Member-get-Member Campaign which would run until 15 November and encouraged members' participation. 

2)
Confirmation of Minutes

The minutes for the last meeting held on 27 June 2002 were confirmed and signed.

3)
Promotion of Services

3.1
The 2002 Action Agenda on Services Promotion, provided by the BSPU, was tabled. The Chairman was uncertain of the future of the government Services Promotion Strategy Group (SPSG) and where the Business and Services Promotion Unit (BSPU) would be placed. He felt that it would be more effective if the Unit was placed under the Financial Secretary as services straddled across a number of sectors. The Committee agreed that the issue should be followed up with the government, and a meeting with the Financial Secretary was suggested. Mr Griffiths suggested that in case SPSG was disbanded, the private sector could take the initiative to set up a similar committee. Mr Young added that the private sector could also provide input to the government through other government committees. Alternatively, the government could be invited to send officials to sit on private sector committees on a permanent basis.

3.2
The Chairman was concerned that there might be areas on which the government would wish to focus but the private sector might not have information. It was suggested that the government might have to reorganise their committee system to ensure that there were appropriate channels for expression of views. It was recommended that the HKCSI should monitor the development. It was felt that a macro view of the economy is necessary, especially for services.

3.3
According to BSPU, the Penta Forum was likely to go ahead. Members felt that a more structured brainstorming on key issues important to Hong Kong was desirable. After brief discussion, members identified the following possible topics

(
economic integration of the Pearl River Delta

(
how to open up the south western China market via Hong Kong

(
how to reduce the size of the civil service

(
cutting government red tape

(
population policy

(
immigration policy (eg the process for application of talents into Hong Kong could be speeded up if the applying company could provide proof on the lack of expertise in Hong Kong when they make their applications). Members commented that some jobs were lost to Singapore because of the delay.

4)
WTO, GATS and CEPA

4.1
Dr Chan told members that the negotiating process of requests and offers was slow. Members noted that former Hong Kong WTO Representative Mr Stuart Harbinson was appointed Chief of Staff to WTO Director General.

4.2
International CSIs were getting fresh impetus from Australia and Europe CSIs. There might be another meeting of CSIs in Geneva in the near future. 

4.3
Members noted that USCSI had invited China to host a World Services Congress in Beijing in 2003. The proposal was supported by the State Planning and Development Commission (SPDC), Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Cooperation (MOFTEC), and China Council for the Promotional of International Trade (CCPIT). It was understood that USCSI was negotiating with China on the royalty charge.

4.4
On CEPA, the Chamber General Committee had met Henry Tang, the Secretary for Commerce, Industry and Technology. It was understood that the definition for a Hong Kong company remained a difficult issue. Momentum seemed to have slowed but it was still hopeful of some sort of arrangement towards the end of the year.

4.5
It was anticipated that the CEPA discussion on services would be difficult. Despite that, the Mainland team had come to Hong Kong several times and had met some services sector associations. Members agreed that we should continue to encourage the talks to move forward. The Chairman added that early market access for Hong Kong would be good but we should not rely too heavily on it.

5)
CSI Study on Hong Kong-Pearl River Delta Integration

5.1
A summary sheet showing the overall framework of the study was tabled. The study aimed to take a practical look at a 10-15 years outlook for Hong Kong and what should be done to achieve equilibrium. A number of meetings were convened and a visit to Guangzhou was arranged.

5.2
Hong Kong's 'internationalism' was identified as something that made Hong Kong different. This characteristic should be preserved and further developed. The draft of the report would be sent to the Committee for comment. Members felt that the issue should be re-visited from time to time.

5.3
Members endorsed the overall framework and main recommendations. The summary of ten priority recommendations would be forwarded to the Chamber General Committee and the Hong Kong/Guangdong Cooperation Coordination Unit for information.

6)
Progress Report

6.1
The Chairman told members that the Shanghai Services Conference would take place this week (18-21 September). The HKCSI was a supporting organisation of the event.

6.2
A high level Conference on Transport Planning and Development organised by the University of Hong Kong, Sun Yat-Sen University and the Guangdong Provincial Government was held last week in Guangzhou. The HKCSI was represented by Mr Denis Lee who commented that the conference was very academic.

7)
Any other business

The Chairman announced that HKCSI Vice Chairman Mr Anthony Griffiths would be retiring the following month. Being a founder member, he had been with the HKCSI for the past twelve years. On behalf of the HKCSI, the Chairman thanked Mr Griffiths for his enormous contribution to the HKCSI and his dedicated leadership in conducting projects such as the Vision for Hong Kong and the recent study on the Pearl River Delta Region. Members wished him a happy retirement.

There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 11:10 am.
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