Minutes of a meeting of the HKCSI Professional Services Committee held on 10 August 2000 at 4:30 pm at the Chamber Boardroom.

Chairman:

Mr Anthony Griffiths

GML Consulting Limited

Present: 

Mr Richard J Garrett


Association of Consulting Engineers




Mr Bernard Hui



Hong Kong Institute of Architects




Mr Eddie Lee



Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors 




Mr Ian Robinson


Robinson Management Limited




Mr Horace Wong


Hong Kong Institute of Company Secretaries




Dr W K Chan



Secretary General

(add attendance: Lee Kai Fat, KKYeung, Alan Lung

Guests/

Mr Vincent Li



Hong Kong Productivity Council 

In attendance
Ms Sally Wong???

Apologies: list of names, no need for company

1)
Confirmation of Minutes

Minutes of the meeting held on 6 October 1999 were confirmed and signed.

2)
Matters arising

2.1 Corporate rescue: The Chairman invited Mr Ian Robinson to update on the development of the corporate rescue legislation.  Mr Robinson expressed disappointment and described the scheme as having collapsed.  The model had been developed over a long time and he felt that the professional sector and the banks had been favouring it until the actual draft legislation came out.  He attributed the problem to legal drafting as well as confusion over the treatment of employee compensation.  The Chairman remarked that Hong Kong would need a proper corporate rescue regime and the Committee should keep an eye on this subject.

2.2 Management Consultancy Association: Mr KK Yeung reported that the MCAHK had recruited some 60 members and its operation had been running smoothly.  A monthly member lunch was being planned and they were jointly organising a conference with the Trade Development Council in November to promote Hong Kong management consultancy.

3)
Joint Professional Centre

3.1 At the invitation of the Chairman, Mr Vincent Li gave a presentation on the Joint Professional Centre organised by the ten professional bodies and run by the HKPC.  His presentation covered the aim, objectives, strategy, layout and business model for the JPC.  (A hardcopy of the presentation is attached.)

3.2 Mr Li said the JPC would be governed by a steering committee made up of the ten professional bodies and the HKPC.  They expected the operation to break even and in any case the project is of a community rather than a profit making nature.  He stressed that the JPC would not be restricted to the ten professions but would be open for use to all professional bodies.  

3.3 The JPC included two offices which would be rented out to users on temporary basis.  The rate of rental for the offices and the training rooms is expected to be more favourable than normal commercial terms.  This should help lower the cost of continual professional education for the professions.

3.4 Mr Li explained that the programmes organised in the JPC would consist of both “soft” activities like “happy hours” as well as “hard” events such as business seminars.  Some of the activities would be organised by the centre manager (HKPC) while others would be initiated by users.

3.5 According to Mr Li, the JPC is expected to begin operation in October.  Publicity for use would likely begin in September.  He thanked the HKCSI for introducing the HKPC and the ten professions to each other who eventually bring the project to fruition.

4)
Vision for Hong Kong

The Chairman reported that after several meetings, the study group produced a “Blueprint for the Hong Kong World City” which has been submitted to the Central Policy Unit.  Pending advice from the CPU, the HKCSI might submit the document to the Chief Executive.  He thanked members who had been involved in the working group.

5)
Future agenda for the Committee

Members went on to discuss possible subjects for the Committee to focus on and the following are a summary of the ideas:

· A CSI study group on competition policy is to be formed soon to examine the issues of monopolies and restrictive practices.  The Committee might like to contribute from the professions perspective.

· Development of the professions in light of China’s entry to the WTO.

· To examine the role of publicly funded bodies like the HKPC and the VTC, and how they have been enabling or impeding the business of the professions.

· Output of the education sector in providing professionals, whether there are shortfalls and how to address them.

· Problems faced by the various professional bodies.

6)
Election of Chairman

6.1 The Chairman Mr Anthony Griffiths expressed his wish to step down from the Chairmanship of the Committee.  He nominated Mr Ian Robinson to be Chairman and Mr Bernard Hui to the Vice Chairman of the Committee.  Messrs Robinson and Hui were unanimously elected.

6.2 Mr Robinson proposed and members unanimously endorsed a vote of thanks to Mr Griffiths for his Chairmanship and contribution to the Committee.

There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 5:30 pm.
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