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GLOBAL SERVICES COALITION: SERVICES SIGNALING CONFERENCE A MILESTONE 
  
Geneva - The Global Services Coalition today applauded the work of the WTO Trade Ministers in Geneva, 
and said that “The Signaling Conference has put us on a path to complete the Doha Round Services 
negotiations.  For the services negotiations to meet the goals of both developed and developing countries, it 
is imperative that the next round of services offers are substantially improved. The quality of these offers is 
the basis on which we will judge whether the Doha services negotiations have succeeded.  Because 
Services is one of the three central pillars of the Doha Round, along with Agriculture and NAMA, success 
in all three areas is needed to bring the Doha Round to a successful conclusion.”   
  
The Honorable Sergio Marchi, Chairman of the Canadian Services Coalition, declared that, "This 
Conference has finally integrated, at the political level, the Services sector with the other two market access 
Doha pillars. In doing so, it provides the Round with economic coherence and momentum, and moves the 
yardsticks forward in this, the largest economic constituency in the world." 
  
Robert Vastine, President of the Coalition of Service Industries of the US, said  "This  Conference is a real 
milestone. It's the first time Trade Ministers have concentrated on liberalizing trade in the largest sector of 
the global economy. We hope that signals heard today will be reflected and even improved in the next 
round of offers in October." 
 
Services account for two-thirds of global economic activity. Even in low income countries, the service 
sector generates an average of 50% of GDP, while the figures are higher for more developed countries.  An 
ambitious outcome on services in the Doha Round would therefore have significant benefits for developed 
and developing countries alike.   
  
Contact:  
  
Australian Services Roundtable: Jane Drake-Brockman, ceo@servicesaustralia.org.au   
Canadian Services Coalition: Shirley-Ann George, sgeorge@chamber.ca 
Coalition of Service Industries (US): John Goyer, goyer@uscsi.org 
European Services Forum: Pascal Kerneis , p.kerneis@esf.be 
Financial Leaders Group: Ekrem Sarper, sarper@uscsi.org 
International Financial Services London, John Cooke, cooke.ja@virgin.net  
Taiwan Coalition of Service Industries: louisa@roccoc.org.tw 
Hong Kong Coalition of Service Industries: WK Chan, wkchan@chamber.org.hk 
Japan Services Network/Keidanren: Kiyomi Kasai, trade@keidanren.or.jp 
Wellington Regional Chamber (New Zealand): Charles Finny, CharlesF@wgtn-chamber.co.nz 


